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WHAT IS A SCHEME?
The minimum requirement for
a publication to be considered
to be a ‘scheme’ is the
provision of material for the
progressive teaching of
handwriting skills from the
stage of learning to write single
letters to mastering joins.
Many publications of course
offer more.

AIMS
At the beginning of each
scheme is a synthesis of the
aims as stated by the
author/publisher.

SAMPLE PAGES
from each programme give an
indication of the script, the
illustrations and the layout. It
should be noted that the
printing quality, colour and size
may not be as in the actual
publication.

COMMENT
We do not recommend any
particular scheme, as this is a
judgment which can only be
made by a school in relation to
its own requirements. There is
a short comment at the end of
each scheme which, along with
the illustrations, will enable
teachers to make an informed
choice.

PHOTOCOPY
MATERIALS
that form part of any scheme
are for use solely within the
purchasing establishment
unless otherwise stated.

Introduction

Handwriting schemes do not teach children to write any
more than reading schemes teach children to read.
The essential requirement is a teacher with knowledge of
writing and how to teach it.
1Tibertius 2002

Handwriting is a complex skill requiring a combination of motor
coordination and knowledge of the writing system. In order to
become legible, fluent and fast, a great deal of practice is required.
A student who is unable to write clearly and quickly is at a
disadvantage in today’s schools.

The teacher’s role in facilitating the acquisition of this skill is vital,
extending from encouraging the preschool child to make a mark,
to motivating the top primary pupil to acquire the fluency and
speed required for progress in secondary school. A published
handwriting scheme can assist the teacher and his or her students
on this journey but no scheme is perfect for all students at all
stages.  Any scheme needs careful consideration before purchase.

Advantages of a Handwriting Scheme:
· Functions as an important component of the handwriting
 policy of the school.
· Provides a structure for the school’s handwriting programme.
· Facilitates consistency as pupils move from class to class.
· May provide ready-made material for lessons.
· Is helpful to incoming teachers who have not contributed to
 the planning process of the school’s handwriting programme.

Disadvantages:
· Following a prescribed scheme may restrict teachers who are
 creative and want to develop their own materials.
· A scheme can limit a teacher’s ability to adapt to the needs of
 a particular group of children.
· Schemes can be expensive.

The purpose of this publication is to give teachers
an overview of available material on the market
so that they can select publications that fulfil
their requirements.

Introduction
www.nha-handwriting.org.uk



5

Some considerations to think about:

Style of writing?
Most schools prefer to use an agreed style, at least in the early
stages of learning. In the UK there is not a prescribed national
style and schools can therefore select one for themselves. In some
countries, schools focus entirely on print or manuscript without
moving on to joined-up writing. In the UK, nearly all schools use
some form of joined-up script. Scripts used in the UK include:

Print or Manuscript - i.e. separate lower case letters
‘A simple modern style’ i.e. joined writing with open
descenders to g j y, and perhaps f, that give a natural break.
Some versions also break after other letters e.g. b and p.

 The first unjoined letters taught usually have exit flicks to
 facilitate easy joining. These alphabets were designed to be
 easy for children to write.

Continuous/fully cursive style with looped descenders (and
possibly looped ascenders). Some of these use an entry stroke
from the writing line as well as an exit flick. There are no
breaks in these styles.

Entry stokes or not?
Some teachers prefer to use entry strokes that start from the
writing line. This means children can be taught that every letter
starts at the same place and it can establish a rhythm to the
writing.
However there are some factors to be considered:
� For young children writing their first letters using entry stokes

makes the formation of some of the letters difficult to master
(the curve up to and across the top of an a, for example).

� If they have learned their letters with an entry stoke children
either need to be taught to join their letters right away (they
might need further practice of individual letters before they
are ready for this) or there will be a stage when each letter
within a word is written separately with both its entry and exit
stroke. This is possible but does make words look long and
complicated.

� When entry strokes are added at the joining stage the teacher
needs to be aware that some children will consider them an
‘add on’ and write them in a downward direction after the
letter is completed — so rather defeating the purpose.

Which Scheme to Choose

Note:

It is important that pupils
receive proper instruction
whenever they are presented
with a handwriting worksheet
and feedback on completion,
with praise, being particularly
important.

Illustrations give plenty of
opportunity for pupils to
colour, which should be
considered an integral part of
any scheme for young children.
Colouring exercises the
up/down finger movement and
the side-to-side wrist
movement, both of which are
essential for fluent handwriting
and can be useful in
establishing good pencil-
holding habits.

Some of the publications that
we have included may only be
suitable for a certain Key Stage
or age group of children.

The current stages in England,
Wales and N Ireland are:
Early Years Foundation Stage
 — Nursery, Playgroup,
 Reception — Up to 5 years
Key Stage 1 — Years 1, 2
 5–7 years old
Key Stage 2 — Years 3–6
 7–11 years old
Key Stage 3 — Years 7–9
 11–14 years old

Scotland
  Nursery — 3–5 years old
 Primary 1 — 5–6 yrs
 Primary 2 — 6–7 yrs
 Primary 3 — 7–8 yrs
 Primary 4 — 8–9 yrs
 Primary 5 — 9–10 yrs
 Primary 6 — 10–11 yrs
 Primary 7 — 11–12 yrs

Note that there have been
changes in government
recommendations since some
of the schemes were written.

Which Scheme to
Choose

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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� Care needs to be taken when the top exit
letters (o r v w) are written in joined style as
the following letter does not need a base line
entry stroke and children often put in a loop
that can be read as a letter u.

Note
1. More than one style exists for some letters,
notably s p b f v w z and some teachers or
schools have very definite preferences.

2. It is often suggested that a fully cursive style of
writing is particularly helpful for children with
dyslexia but there is no detailed research to
support this view.

When do you want to teach joining?
This will partly depend on whether the decision is
to be made for a whole class or for individuals. It
is better for a child to progress to joined writing
when he/she is familiar with the direction of
movements needed to make letters and can use
them confidently. Individuals in a class are likely
to reach the stage of readiness at different times.

Is one style faster than another?
Joined writing of either type has advantages:
capitals are less likely to be written within a
word, the joining line helps even spacing, some
teachers believe kinaesthetic memory helps in
writing letter strings so facilitating spelling, and
potentially it is faster because there are fewer
pen lifts. However, research shows that a mixed
style is faster than either print or fully cursive.
2Graham, Weintraub and Berninger (1998)

Children need support and encouragement to
develop their skills in joined writing so they can
increase fluency and speed and ultimately
develop a way of writing that works for them.
Many schemes do not provide for this and will
need supplementing. (Tips for Handwriting ‘Above Y4’
and ‘Speeding Up’ published by the NHA might be useful.)

How important is the movement
quality in writing?
Some schemes give more emphasis on writing as
a movement skill than others, either in attention
to the fluent movements of the hand and body
when writing, using patterning to encourage
fluent writing and/or by the use of a style with
efficient diagonal joins.

Which Scheme to Choose

Note that many recent schemes use typefaces,
few of which are as fluent as writing by hand,
and teachers using these schemes need to be
aware of this.

Do you need detailed lessons plans?
Some schemes provide detailed plans for lessons
with instructions and material. Others explain
the process of teaching writing and provide
material but leave teachers to decide how to
implement the course of teaching in their own
school or classroom.

Material for the whole school?
The schemes in this publication cover the
formation of letters and expect that children will
eventually write in a joined style. Some, in
addition, give suggestions for pre-writing
activities to prepare children for writing and
some suggest handwriting strategies and
activities to develop speed and automaticity
once joined writing is achieved. Both these
stages need to be part of a school’s handwriting
policy and can either be undertaken with the
help of a handwriting scheme or by the teacher
working independently.

Children with handwriting difficulties are very
likely to need extra tuition and supplementary
work at various stages of learning to write. Some
schemes provide for this and some will need
supplementing, possibly from an additional
scheme.

Whiteboard/CD-ROM facility?
These are options supplied as part of some of the
schemes.

How much do you want to spend?
Schemes vary in price widely and some are a
major outlay.

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk

1 Tibertius, S., Teaching material for NHA INSET, 2002
2 Graham, S., Weintraub, N., Berninger, V. W. (1998). The
 relationship between handwriting style and speed and
 legibility. Journal of Educational Research, 91, 290-296
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Handwriting
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The Handwriting File a a a a a a a a a

The Handwriting Rescue Scheme a a a a

Handwriting Today a a a a

Handwriting: The Way to Teach
     Separate and Joined Letters

a a a a

Handwriting the Wessex Way a a a a

Joint Exercises for successful
writing

a a a a a

Kingston Cursive Handwriting a a a a a a a

Left Hand Writing Skills a a a a a a a

Letter-join a a a a a a a
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One-A-Day Letter Formation a a a
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Penpals for Handwriting a2 a a a a a a a a a a a
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a a a a

Scholastic Literacy Skills:
Handwriting

a1 a a a a a a a a a a

Start Write, Stay Right! a a a a a

Support for Handwriting a a a a a a

At a Glance
www.nha-handwriting.org.uk

At a
Glance

1  Looped descenders are introduced for joining
2  Looped descenders are suggested for older writers when speeding up
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Best Handwriting

AIMS
To help children learn correct formation of every letter through fun
practice activities.

CONTENT
7 workbooks 195 x 210 mm, 32 pages ea. for use with a year group.

The script is a ‘simple modern style’, initially with open ascenders
for the letters f g j y but older children are offered the choice of
looped descenders and other variations of some letters. The
scheme assumes that the child is ready to write.

The workbooks are in black and white with letters to write over in a
colour (different for each age group). Each book has a different
animal character supplying suggestions addressed to the writer.
There are also additional illustrations. There is no information
directed to the teacher.

Best Handwriting for ages 4–5
This book introduces the lower case letters mostly one page per
letter. They are grouped according to the direction of the initial
stroke beginning with c o s a d g.
At the top of the page a diagram shows the formation of the letter.
Letters to write over are in a colour, some spaces are provided to
write them independently and outline shapes are provided to be
filled in with repeated letters.
The letters are placed on a base line. They are written with an exit
flick and the starting place marked with a dot.

Best Handwriting for ages 5–6
Revision of lower case letters emphasising size and with some
words to practise.
Introduction of capital letters, 3 per page and related to the lower
case letter.
The writing to copy is on a single base line as in Book 1

Best Handwriting for ages 6–7
This book teaches joined writing:
‘Slope’ joins e.g. a–u
‘Bridge’ joins e.g. r–o
‘Slope’ joins to tall letters e.g. a–t
‘Bridge’ joins to tall letters e.g. w–h
There are approx. 4 pages for each type of join and they are

Best Handwriting

Author
Andrew Brodie

Publisher
Bloomsbury Publishing
50 Belford Square,
London,
WC1B 3DP
Tel: 0207 631 5600
Email: contact@bloomsbury.com
www.bloomsbury.com

Published
2003

Prices
Best Handwriting
  Ages 4–5 — £3.99
  Ages 5–6 — £3.50
  Ages 6–7 — £3.50
  Ages 7–8 — £3.99
  Ages 8–9 — £3.50
  Ages 9–10 — £3.99
  Ages 10–11 — £3.50

Photocopy material
No

Key Stage
1 and 2

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk



9

Ages 4–5

practised by pairs of letters written over
coloured letters and then written without help.
Consolidation is by writing sentences with short
words in joined style.

Best Handwriting for ages 7–8
Joined writing is consolidated and refined. The
writing size is smaller and the number of
examples increased. At the end of the book the
examples are copied on separate lined paper.

Best Handwriting for ages 8–9
Joined writing is further consolidated, with
additional instructions: pen hold and position.
The terms ascender and ascender are used.
There are some practices to increase speed.
From p. 28 the use of looped descenders is
introduced for letters f g j y.

Best Handwriting for ages 9–10
A series of exercises revising and refining
particular joins, evaluation of writing, speed
practices, letter writing and introducing
punctuation such as speech marks.

Best Handwriting for ages 10–11
Exercises consolidating the above and also
introducing different types of display writing,
writing with an increased slope, using a chisel-
edged pen and writing dialogue.

COMMENTS
This scheme provides a progression of writing
skills in separate books designed to be used with
particular year groups, beginning at the letter
formation stage. The tips and suggestions are
directed to the child and there is no guidance for
the teacher.
The layout and animal personalities will be
attractive to children.
The writing style chosen is a simple modern
script, initially with open ascenders for the
letters f g j y but older children are offered the
choice of looped descenders and other
variations of some letters.
The need to increase speed is addressed and
practised.

1

Ages 5–6

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
Best Handwriting
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Ages 6–7

Best Handwriting

Ages 9–10

Ages 8–9

Ages 10–11

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Collins Primary
Focus: Handwriting
AIMS
Provides a complete handwriting course from Foundation Stage
upwards, aligned to the current literacy framework.

CONTENT
9 A4 photocopiable handwriting books, spiral bound, 64 pages
with CD-ROM and 9 A4 workbooks.
The scheme has been developed from the Spectrum Handwriting
Programme and uses a continuous cursive style with entry strokes
from the writing line.

Handwriting Books
The books are printed in black and white. The covers have brightly
coloured pictures of a group of children.
Each book begins with an overview of the whole scheme related
to the Primary Literacy Strategy and the curriculums of Scotland,
Wales and N. Ireland. The teacher notes state the aims of the
programme, the rationale for the letterforms chosen and a more
detailed examination of the programme.
Points to remember when teaching handwriting such as seating,
pencil control etc. are noted. Each book has teaching notes on the
skills to be developed in that particular book and hints on using
the worksheets.
Units 1A onwards have a section on detecting and correcting
difficulties.
Each page ends with an assessment using smiley faces to be
completed by the child and there are other assessment pages at
intervals throughout the scheme.

Book A — age 4–5 (Nursery & R)
Teaching notes in addition to the above suggest pre-writing
activities e.g. use of a sand tray, paints and establishing a writing
environment.
pp. 17–59 photocpiable sheets practising vertical, lateral and
 curved movements in a variety of formats, usually following a
 dotted line.
pp. 60–64 Following the lines to create capital letters

Book B — age 4–5 (R)
pp. 17–24 Reinforcing pencil control with further patterns as in
 Book A
pp. 25–50 Making the capital letters in alphabetical order,
 following a dotted line with directional instructions.

Collins Primary Focus - Handwriting
www.nha-handwriting.org.uk

Author
Sue Peet

Publisher
Collins Education
HarperCollins Publishers Ltd
FREEPOST
GW2446
Glasgow
G64 1BR
Tel: 0870 787 1610
Email:
education@harpercollins.co.uk
www.collinseducation.com

Published
2011

Prices
Books A, B, 1A, 1B, 2–6 with CD-
 ROM
 £20.00 each
Workbooks
 A, B, 1A, 1B, 2–6
 £4.99 each

Photocopy material
Yes

Key Stage
Foundation, 1 & 2
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Book 5 — age 9–10 (Y5)
This encourages the development of personal
styles for best writing and speed and looks at
how to vary style and letter size for labels,
notices and captions.

Book 6 — age 10–11 (Y6)
This focuses on speed, presentation and layout,
with modern stylistic activities. There is a
comprehensive handwriting checklist at the
beginning of the unit.

CD-ROM
Each Handwriting Book comes with a version on
a CD-ROM.
There have been a few technical problems which have now
been solved. Anyone experiencing difficulty should
email education.support@harpercollins.co.uk or contact
0800 083 1363

Workbooks
Each workbook repeats the content of the
worksheets in the equivalent Handwriting Book.
They are stapled books in a slightly smaller
format. (265 x 190 mm)

COMMENTS
This is a comprehensive handwriting programme
that provides content for handwriting teaching
from pre-writing patterns up to approximately
age 11. It provides help and information for
teachers as well as advice on problem solving.
It teaches a fully cursive style but uses a print
script for the first letters, introducing an entry
stroke in Book 1A when joining is begun.
There are practices to increase speed in the later
books and a forward-sloping script is
encouraged.

The books provide ample opportunity to practise
letter strings, words and sentences, often
reinforcing spelling patterns, punctuation and
vocabulary extension.

Children with handwriting difficulties may need
further practice in writing single lower case
letters before beginning to join them and a
clearer explanation of the different types of
joins.

1

Collins Primary Focus - Handwriting

pp. 51 Introducing lower case letters in
 alphabetical order — 3 letters per page. The
 letters are written in print style without
 entry strokes between 4 guide lines and
 matched up with their capitals

Book 1A — age 5–6 (Y1 Term 1)
pp. 17-51 Lower case letters are introduced in
 'families' with similar movement patterns
 e.g. i l t y j, one letter to each page. The
 letters are introduced in a cursive style with
 entry and exit strokes. Each page starts by
 tracing and then writing out the letter
 several times. The final exercise is to trace
 over the letters within words, linking
 handwriting with spelling.
pp. 52-64 Practice pages of words in joined style
 usually written between 4 guidelines (x-
 height 5 mm).

Book 1B — age 5–6 (Y1 Terms 2 & 3)
Reinforcing the use of joined writing by building
words from letter strings, linked with spelling
patterns.

Book 2 — age 6–7 (Y2)
The script is now slanted and the book continues
to link handwriting to spelling. The words to be
practiced are written at the top of the page with
the 4 guidelines provided for copying.

Book 3 — age 7–8 (Y3)
The teacher notes give more detailed
suggestions for solving handwriting problems.
The book reinforces the joins between lower
case letters, through sentences, spelling
patterns, prefixes, tongue-twisters and rhymes.
Work on punctuation, grammatical features etc.
are introduced in this unit and practices to
increase the speed of writing introduced. The
students write on a base line without additional
lines.

Book 4 — age 8–9 (Y4)
This book introduces handwriting for different
purposes e.g. addressing an envelope,
decorating letters, designing a poster. There are
worksheets covering practice of letter joins,
work on compound words, syllables, plurals and
writing at speed.

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Book B

Collins Primary Focus - Handwriting

Workbook A

Book 1A

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk



14

Collins Primary Focus - Handwriting

Workbook 2

Book 6

Workbook 3

Workbook 2

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Developing
Handwriting Skills

Developing Handwriting Skills

Author
Christopher Jarman

Publisher
The National Association for
Primary Education
NAPE National Office
University of Leicester
Moulton College
Moulton
Northampton UK
NN3 7RR
Tel: 01604 647646
Email:
nationaloffice@nape.org.uk
www.napeenterprises.org.uk

Published
1979 — first edition
2001 — NAPE edition

Prices
Resource book for Teachers

 £30.00
Copy books
 £4.00 ea.
Photocopiable work books
   £3.00 ea.
Complete Scheme
  £ 65.00
   (NAPE members £55.00)

  inc UK post and packing.

Jarman handwriting font
 Download free from

http://desktoppub.about.com
/od/fonts/p/jarman.htm

Photocopy material
Yes

Key Stage
1 and 2

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk

AIMS
To teach a basic style which will develop into a fluent hand, with
emphasis on learning joined-up handwriting from the start.

CONTENT
A resource book for teachers, 6 copybooks and 6 photocopiable
workbooks.

Resource Book for Teachers
(A4 size — 150 pages including 51 photocopiable pages).
The book covers a wider field than the acquisition of skills in
handwriting. The introduction gives a historical background to
handwriting teaching in Britain and comments on writing in other
English speaking countries.

Developmental Profiles
describes typical development of children’s handwriting with
examples of writing at different stages and provides ideas for
developing the skills in young children.

Practical suggestions
concerning tools and paper, advice for left-handers and writing
rules are given. The style of writing and the patterns crucial to its
development are explained and advice for teaching provided.

Copy pages.

Stage 1
Lower case letters in groups without exit flicks, linked with the
relevant pattern followed by practice of capitals and numerals.
(29 pp.)

Stage 2
Adding hooks followed by horizontal and diagonal joins and
unjoined letters practised in short words. (6 pp.)

Stage 3
Practice in joining by copying short words and then poems (6 pp.)
Use of a fountain pen with a square nib is introduced with
practice of linked small letters, capitals and then poems to copy.
(10 pp).

Resources for project work
Covers a wide field including early letters, traditional tools, cutting
a quill pen, ideas for writing in different shapes and decorating
letters.
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Developing Handwriting Skills
www.nha-handwriting.org.uk

Copybooks 1–6
(32 pages each) printed in black without any
lines, with blue line drawings to illustrate. The
size of the writing is generally large although it
diminishes over the series. The Copybooks are
intended to be used in conjunction with the
Resource Book to provide a series of activities. It
is strongly recommended that each activity is
demonstrated and taught before being copied
by the children.

Copy Book 1
7 patterns to trace or copy with accompanying
groups of print script letters without exit flicks
followed by words written in joined writing.

Copybook 2
Revision of words written in joined lower case
letters; practice of numerals and capital letters
grouped according to the number of movements
needed to form the letter; practice of proper
names with capital in joined style. Surprisingly, 2
pages of print letters with flicks and some
practice text using a print style with flicks in
preparation for joining follow this. The
remainder of the book deals with the process of
joining – horizontal and diagonal joins and ‘no
joins’- practising each type of join by writing
pairs of letters and then short words (17 pages).

Copybook 3
It is suggested that this book could be used by
children needing remedial help or as revision to
follow Book 1 & 2. It repeats the pattern of
activities from mazes, dot to dot patterns for
tracing, formation of the letters in groups,
capital letters and tracing words in an unjoined
script without flicks, to horizontal and diagonal
joins and finally, practice of common word
endings and some pages of text in joined script.

Copybook 4
A set of copy texts in a variety of genres - poetry,
descriptive passages, in other languages etc.
Some of the pages practise a particular writing
skill: suggested patterns for borders, horizontal
or diagonal joins, capital letters and numerals.

Copybook 5
A similar mixture to Book 4, including further
suggestions for particular layouts – for a poster,
for a letter, writing in a spiral, to form a picture

etc. Four rules for good handwriting are given,
word spacing is explained and practised.

Copybook 6
A further set of texts drawn from a wide range of
literature, many on the theme of writing, e.g.
advice from a 16th Century teacher.  Reminders
of rules of writing are given, more ideas for
patterned borders and writing with flourishes.

Workbooks
(A4 size, 16 pages each) Printed in black with line
drawings to illustrate and base lines on which to
copy letters/patterns.

Early Start - Workbooks A and B.
A set of mazes and handwriting patterns. Each
page introduces a new pattern and these are
practised on a shape. The second book provides
additional practice of similar material.

Workbook 1
This covers similar material to Copy Book 1
except that all the practice is in an unjoined
script.

Workbook 2
Formation of capital letters following an outline.
Introduction of horizontal and diagonal joins, to
be practised at a large size on a baseline
(repetition of 4 words per page).

Workbook 3
Activities to reinforce the link between basic
handwriting patterns and groups of letters. Each
page highlights a particular aspect of writing: a
basic pattern or one made from repeating letter
shapes, numerals, common word endings, letter
strings or text in different languages. Each page
provides approximately 7 lines of words or text
to be traced or copied on to a base line, printed
in a much smaller size than the earlier books.

Workbook 4
A similar mixture of text and suggestions for
good handwriting as in Book 3.

Jarman handwriting font
The fonts ‘Jarman’ and ‘Jardotty’ can be
downloaded for no charge and are useful for
creating worksheets and providing models for
individual letters with exit flicks.
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Developing Handwriting Skills

Early Start Workbook

Copybook 3

Resource Book

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk

COMMENTS
This scheme teaches a ‘simple modern hand’
with strong links between patterns of
movement and groups of letters. It can result in
a fluent hand with efficient joins that has
potential to be fast, although the development
of speed is not addressed as such.
The scheme assumes recognition of the letters
and Workbook 1 teaches an alphabet of
unjoined letters without flicks, moving on
quickly to a joined hand without any alteration
of shape or slope of writing. Teachers may
require supplementary material to establish
letters with flicks at this stage.
It provides a firm basis for handwriting teaching
and the copybooks provide copy material with
reminders of basic instruction for use

throughout the junior school, reinforcing
teaching covered in earlier years. The
progression is a little confusing and teachers
would have to decide which books to use with a
a particular year group.
Children with handwriting difficulties may find
some of the mazes confusing.
Note
If the fonts are used as copy material for forming
words in a joined style the spacing needs some
adjustment but this can be done by using
character spacing to widen the spaces between
some of the letters.
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The quick brown fox jumps
over the lazy dog.

The quick brown fox
jumps over the lazy dog

Developing Handwriting Skills

Jardotty and Jarman handwriting fonts

Copybook 2

Workbook 3 Copybook 6
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The Handwriting
File
AIMS
This set of products consists of software and photocopiable
printed resources produced by teachers to help students to
improve the style, quality and fluency of their handwriting. It is
suitable for one-to-one or whole class teaching.

CONTENT
Two A4 ringbinders containing photocopiable masters and CD-
ROMs (The Handwriting File and Handwriting Alphabet File).
 Computer generated letters are used and a wide selection of
 letter shapes can be chosen. The files are available with or
 without entry strokes. In addition there are varying styles of
 the letters b f k p s v w y z available in each file.

Handwriting for Windows and KBR Precursive Fonts
 These are CD-ROMs that can enable teachers to generate
 their own texts in a variety of styles.

The Handwriting File
A4 workbook, 73 photocopiable pages

Introduction.
This begins with a questionnaire and 2 pages of suggestions about
posture, paper and penhold with illustrative photos and diagrams.
Explanations in visual terms for the heights of the letters, 'one
o’clock' letters and four different types of joins are given and a
few suggestions are made for improvement of handwriting by
attention to slope, spacing etc. with actual examples.

Handwriting Practice.
This consists of practice pages, one letter per page, for the lower
case letters of the alphabet in two sizes of script: large (x-height 4
mm) and medium (x-height 3 mm). The letters are grouped
according to movement e.g. c shapes: a d g q and each is
introduced with a description of its shape and formation, with
reference to the explanations at the beginning of the file. Each
page has practice lines with a grey shaded area defining the
position of the x-height letters and space for the student to write
each letter alone, in pairs and in words. A typical ‘further practice
page’ would allow for a number of repeats of approximately 15
specimen words.

The rest of the File consists of differing versions of a piece of
practice writing, sheets to be used for timed writing practice and

The Handwriting File

Author
Kath Balcombe

Publisher
KBER (Kath Balcombe Educational
Resource)
10 Hawthorn Road,
Belle Vue,
Shrewsbury,
SY3 7LZ
Tel: 01743 356764
Email: kath@kber.co.uk
www.kber.co.uk

Published
1999–2012

Price
The Handwriting File with or
 without entry  strokes
 £25.00 each
The Handwriting Alphabet File
 with and without entry stokes
 £12.99 each
The Handwriting Files etc, (both
 versions) CD-ROM
 site licence £29.99 inc VAT
Handwriting for Windows 3.0
 single user £29 99 inc VAT
 site licence £69.99 inc VAT
KBER Precursive Fonts CD-ROM
 site licence £29.99 inc VAT

Photocopy material
Yes

Key Stage
1–adult

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Handwriting Alphabet File

KBER Precursive Fonts
124 TrueType fonts for the teaching of
handwriting. There are many variations of styles
of separate-letter fonts e.g. dotted, bold, outline
forms with and without entry strokes and exit
strokes. These can be used for teaching, the
creation of worksheets and display materials.

COMMENT
These resources can be used in a variety of
ways, in whole or in part, and the wide choice of
letter styles also makes them very useful in
supplementing an existing handwriting policy.

The Handwriting File teaches letter formation
and the process of joining letters and could be
used with children as young as 6 years old who
have pre-writing skills, but its straightforward
style is more likely to appeal to older learners. It
could therefore be particularly useful for
secondary aged students.

The ‘Handwriting for Windows’ and the Pre-
cursive fonts CD-ROMs which enable teachers to
generate text in their own school’s style are
useful additional resources that could be also
used on their own.

Handwriting Alphabet File

1

The Handwriting File

spare handwriting sheets. All these are available
in smaller size (x-height 2.5 mm) in addition to
the sizes already used and with or without the
grey shading.

The Handwriting Alphabet File
This consists of A4 pages in thin card each
featuring one large letter with grey arrows to
indicate starting position and direction of
movement. There are 44 lower case letters
(including alternative styles) and 26 capitals.

Handwriting For Windows 3.0
This CD-ROM enables a teacher to produce
worksheets, documents and display material in a
wide variety of styles. Teachers will be able to
produce material in the chosen cursive style of
their school. Preferred shapes can be selected
for a number of letters that have a number of
variants e.g. f s z and letters can either be
looped or plain, start on the line or from the top
etc. Text can be produced in a joined style that
joins as you type, in separate letters with a
finishing ‘flick’ and in a choice of dotted or
normal line.

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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The Handwriting File

The Handwriting File  2012The Handwriting File
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Letter options from Handwriting for Windows

Sample alphabets from Handwriting for Windows

The Handwriting File
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Handwriting
Rescue Scheme
AIMS
The material is designed to help the individual to write clearly and
well in cursive handwriting.

CONTENT
The Handwriting Rescue Scheme — A4 ring binder in landscape
 format and also available in CDROM. 71 pages.
Follow-on-exercises Books 1 & 2. A4 portrait ring binders,
 65 pages — additional exercises to above.
Handwriting Activity Workbook – spiral binding, 61 pages
Handwriting Rescue Kit — a kit combining the Activity Book,
 file pad and pen.
Handwriting Exercise Pad — A4  and Handwriting Exercise Book
 170 x 226 mm. Both pad and book are printed with shaded
 guidelines as used in the teaching books.
The scheme uses a continuous cursive style with entry strokes.

The Handwriting Rescue Scheme
2 pages of introduction and ‘Getting Started' hints addressed to
the student cover sitting position, pen grip, points to consider
when practising handwriting and finally, a way to avoid b/d
confusion.

pp. 6–39 Single letters are presented in family groups, e.g. i t l,
one letter per page on specially shaded lines. Entry strokes are
used for all letters. The letter is illustrated at the top of the page
with clear instructions for forming the letter. Nine short exercises
follow using first 'jumbo', then 'large', then 'true' size writing (x-
heights 7 mm, 6.5 mm, 3.5 mm) and finally repeating the letter
pattern.
At the end of each group of letters there is a page with three lines
of words using the letters just practised.  There are alternative
letterforms of f and z.

pp. 40–60 Joined writing - four lines of words to practise
(approximately 700 words in all). Each line practises a blend,
digraph or word ending e.g. sn oi ll. It is suggested that the 'look,
say, cover, write from memory’ technique is used when writing
each word so that the pupil is able to concentrate on the flow of
writing.

 Handwriting Rescue Scheme

Author
Pippa Chudley

Publisher
Multi-Sensory Learning Ltd.,
Highgate House,
Creaton,
Northamptonshire,
NN6 8NN
Tel: 01604 505000
Email: info@msl-online.net
www.msl-online.net

Published
2003 and 2010

Price
Handwriting Rescue Scheme
 £34.99 ( VAT free )
CD-ROM format
 £29.99 ( £35.99 inc VAT )
Follow-on-exercises Books 1 & 2
 £29.99  each ( VAT free )
 Photocopiable
Handwriting Activity Workbook
 (pack of 5)
 £39.95 ( VAT free )
Handwriting Rescue Kit
 £18.00 (£21.60 inc VAT)
Handwriting Exercise Pad
 (pack of 5)
 £18.00 (£21.60 inc VAT )
Handwriting Exercise Book
 (pack of 5)
 £18.00 (£21.60 inc VAT)

Photocopy material
Yes

Key Stage
2–adult

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Handwriting Rescue Scheme

pp. 42–60 provide practice of common words in
joined style.

COMMENT
This is a generously resourced scheme offering a
cumulative approach to developing handwriting
skills or as a remedial programme for any age.
It provides plenty of single letter and word
practice that could be extended even further
with an imaginative use of the A4 pad. Its
presentation is suited to older students.

The style is fully cursive with entry strokes used
throughout.
It is assumed that joining will be mastered by the
quantity of practice rather than an explanation
of the types of joins but there is plenty of
practice offered.

There is no mention of pupils working to
increase the speed of writing so teachers need
to address this aspect independently.

The Activity book would be useful revision book
for an individual of secondary age or adult
wanting to re visit handwriting skills.

Handwriting Rescue Scheme 1

 Handwriting Rescue Scheme

Handwriting Rescue follow-on-
exercises Books 1 & 2.
A4 portrait ring binders, 65 pages - additional
exercises to above
Book 1
pp. 6–9 Revision of the lower case letters in
groups as in the Scheme, 3 letters per page,
with a short section of practice
pp. 10–7 Revision of key words in joined writing
pp. 29–32 Revision and use of capitals
pp. 33 Practice of writing in different situations -
letters, contractions, practice of useful words
Book 2
Additional copy pages covering other language
usage — homophones, speech marks, ordinal
numbers, prefixes and suffixes etc.

Handwriting Activity Workbook
26 x 18 mm, spiral binding, 61 pages.
This covers similar material to the Rescue
Scheme in a similar layout. The lower case
letters are introduced, one letter per page, in
movement groups, with joining introduced after
each group.

Handwriting Rescue Scheme

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Follow on exercises Book 1

 Handwriting Rescue Scheme

Follow on exercises Book 2
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Handwriting Today

AIMS
Handwriting practice for children of 8 and above.

CONTENT
2 A4 size books copy books. 40 pp.
A simple joined style is used and students encouraged to develop
their own variants.
The books are addressed to an older student and teach the
process of handwriting from letter formation to writing quickly.
Hints on pen hold, writing position etc. are mentioned through-
out the text.
The text is in black and white with sample letters and words in a
colour. The illustrations are photos of secondary school students.

Book 1
The letter shapes are introduced in groups (‘c’ group letters first).
The direction of movement is shown by large diagrams and the
letters are copied in a large size and then smaller, written with a
guideline to mark the top of the x-height letters and then on a
single base line.
Alternative descenders to letters f g j y are introduced from the
start.
Joined letters are introduced early in the book and examples
using each new letter practised.
Capital letters are addressed near the end of the book.

Book 2
The lower case letters are revised and variations in style and
methods of joining particular letters addressed.
The books ends with hints on improving presentation.

COMMENTS
These books would make a good course for an older student
wanting to revise or learn handwriting.

Author
Andrew Brodie

Publisher
Bloomsbury Publishing
50 Belford Square,
London,
WC1B 3DP
Tel: 0207 631 5600
Email: contact@bloomsbury.com.
www.bloomsbury.com

Price
Handwriting Today Books 1 and 2
 £3.99

Photocopy material
No

Key Stage
Upper KS2 and above

Handwriting Today
www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Book 2

Handwriting Today
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Handwriting: The
Way to Teach Separate
and Joined Letters
AIMS
Written by a specialist within the handwriting field, this book
consists of practical exercises that will teach children easily to
form separate and joined letters.

CONTENTS
An A6 spiral bound book that is photocopiable (75 pages).
The book uses a simple modern style from the family of Sassoon
teaching fonts.
The book consists of a series of worksheets:
pp. 4–17. The lower case letters grouped according to the initial
 movement: I l t u y j; h r n m b p k; c a d g q o; v w x z.
 Each page shows the formation of 2 letters and provides a
 large version of each letter with directional arrows, a row of
 outline letters for tracing, dotted line letters, a shaded line for
 correctly sizing the letter and finally a single line for  writing.
pp. 18–33  The capital letters are practised in the same way and
 grouped according to formation: I L T H F E; U J D C G O Q P B

R; N M V W A K X Y; S, Z
pp. 36–39  The numbers are taught in a similar way although
 omitting the dotted versions.
pp. 40–75  Joining the letters in groups: joining from the base,
 joining from the top, ‘over the top and back’ and unjoined.
 The joins are practised initially by linking 2 letters and then by
 writing short words.

COMMENTS
Using a simple modern style from the family of Sassoon teaching
fonts this book consists of a series of exercises to teach the
process of writing from the stage of making first letters to joining.
It therefore fulfils our criteria for a handwriting scheme.

There are no instructions or explanations for the teacher. Ideally it
could be used in conjunction with the book by the same author,
Handwriting: The Way to Teach It (www.uk.sagepub.com) but this
recommendation is not mentioned.

The worksheets could provide a firm outline structure for teachers
who prefer to create their own material — ideally using Sassoon
fonts — as most children would need additional practice to that
provided. It could be used to supplement another scheme.

Handwriting: The Way to Teach Separate & Joined Letters

Author
Rosemary Sassoon

Publisher
Special Direct
Park Lane Business Park
Kirkby-in-Ashfield
Nottinghamshire
NG17 9GU
Tel: 0800 318 686
Email: sales@specialdirect.com
www.specialdirect.com

Published
2012

Prices
£17.99 inc VAT

Photocopy material
Yes

Key Stages
English Curriculum
Foundation, 1 & 2

Scottish Curriculum
Early Years, P1–3, P4–7

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Handwriting the
Wessex Way
AIMS
A photocopiable resource to teach cursive handwriting using
interesting phrases, passages and illustrations.

CONTENT
An A4 62 page book with 58 photocopiable pages for children to
work on.

Introduction
3 pages of hints on classroom strategies, left-handers and some
teaching points.

Photocopiable pages
in black and white with a line drawing on each page.

Pp. 1–29 A full page is allotted to each lower case letter beginning
with c o a d p e b g. Some letters are introduced by a line of
patterns; all offer practice between double lines marking the x
height letter using dotted lines and a starting dot for copying.
Short words are introduced using the letters already covered.
All the letters are large in size (x-height letters 1 cm).

pp. 30–31 copying capital letters

pp. 32–49 copying a story between 4 guidelines at a smaller size
(x height letters 0.5 cm)

pp. 50–52 blank pages with single lines for writing a story

pp. 53–58 An alphabet of animals beginning with each letter of
the alphabet with a single space for copying in large writing.

COMMENTS
This book uses a continuous cursive script with base-line entry
strokes and exit strokes.
The content moves quickly on to writing letter groups and words
immediately after introducing a letter. This provides little practice
for young children learning letters for the first time but might be
useful for supplementary practice or to be used by an older child
if a base-line entry style is wanted. However the writing is large in
size (x-height 1 cm or 0.5 cm) — making it less appealing to older
children.
It could be useful as supplementary material for young children
using this handwriting style.

Handwriting  the Wessex Way

Author
Maureen Cox

Publisher
AMS Educational,
PO BOX 150
Winsford
Cheshire
CW7 3WA
Tel: 01606 836699
Email:
sales@amseducational.co.uk
claire@schoolsmailing.co.uk
www.amseducational.co.uk

Published
1992

Price
£19.99

Photocopy material
Yes

Key Stage
1 & 2

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Joint Exercises
for successful handwriting
10 minutes a day practice

Joint Exercises

Publisher
AMS Educational,
PO BOX 150
Winsford -
Cheshire
CW7 3WA
Tel: 01606 836699
Email:
sales@amseducational.co.uk
claire@schoolsmailing.co.uk
www.amseducational.co.uk

Published
1998

Price
Joint Exercises + Supplement
  £33.99 inc VAT
CD-ROM version
 £38.39 inc VAT

Photocopy material
Yes

Key Stage
1 and 2

AIMS
To help pupils develop a good cursive script through 10 minutes a
day practice.

CONTENT
A book with plastic cover and supplement. Also available on CD-
ROM.
The text is in black and white with no illustrations and the writing
style is fully cursive with entry strokes.

Introduction
A short introduction provides the rationale for the scheme and
indicates how it should be used. Common causes of poor
handwriting, guidelines for helping pupils improve and general
classroom strategies are discussed.
6 blank A4 and A5 sheets with reducing 'tramline' heights
1 handwriting assessment sheet
1 handwriting improvement targets sheet that includes a Progress
Report and Target Achievement
2 sheets of certificates

Worksheets
The landscape layout gives two A5 worksheets on each page.
26 worksheets covering lower and upper case letters
57 letter string worksheets
The relative height of letters is defined by the use of 'tramlines'.
The worksheets for both lower case and capital letters and the
letter strings are presented in alphabetical order but a working
order is suggested for the single letters according to letter shape.
There is an opportunity to trace the letter or letter string a
number of times and then to write it several more times in
diminishing sizes.
There are 3 different letter strings on each page.

Supplement
Additional worksheets offer alternative forms for f k s x z. The
first 5 worksheets cover these single letters and the remaining
ones cover letter strings using the above letters.

COMMENT
This book uses a fully continuous cursive script with base-line
entry strokes and exit strokes. It provides practice of letter

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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formation during a daily ten-minute session
which could be useful supplementary material
for teachers using this style. It could also suit an
older student wanting a revision course.
Specific teaching on letter formation and joins
would be needed before a worksheet is handed
out.
The additional blank sheets would enable the
teacher to make supplementary worksheets.
The black and white text without illustration
makes it more useful for older students.

1

Joint Exercises
www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Kingston Cursive
Handwriting Programme
(Teaching Reading Through Spelling)

AIMS
To provide a structured, sequential, cumulative and multi-sensory
approach to teaching handwriting that offers a well thought out
progression from basic patterns to joined up writing...for
mainstream use and...for pupils with reading and spelling
difficulties.

CONTENT
Three A4 wire bound books:
A teachers' guide. (Foundations of the Programme)
A set of 82 photocopiable worksheets (Handwriting for Beginners)
A further set of photocopiable letter practice sheets and 48 copy
 sheets for joining practice. (Handwriting Copybook).
CD-ROM containing the three books as PDF files.
Handwriting Font and Text Editor CD containing a computer
 program for Windows for producing additional worksheets
 and other resources in Kingston Cursive.

The scheme uses a continuous cursive with entry and exit strokes
in handwritten form.

Foundations of the Programme
(102 pages)
Sections 1 & 2 describe in detail the ‘Teaching Reading Through
Spelling’ programme for children with specific learning difficulties,
from which the handwriting scheme was developed.
Section 3 explains the programme's approach to handwriting
teaching.
Specific instructions for teaching are given along with suggestions
for grip. The shape and formation of each lower case letter is
illustrated, emphasising the directional flow. There are six
examples of photocopiable work pages for letters and joins.
Section 4 suggests pre-writing activities and explains methods of
teaching specifically for use with children with gross motor control
problems.
Section 5 gives examples of children's progress.

Handwriting for Beginners
(85 pages)
The lower case letters of the alphabet are grouped according to
shape and each group is allotted approximately 11 worksheets.
Each section begins with practice of the relevant handwriting

Kingston Cursive Handwriting

Author
Paula Morse et al

Publisher
TRTS Publishing
PO Box 1349
Wrexham, LL14 4ZA
Tel: 01978 840868
Email: books@trts.co.uk
www.trts.co.uk

Published
1984–1988

Price
Foundations of the Programme:
 £10.00
Handwriting for Beginners:
 £16.00
Handwriting Copybook:
 £16.00
Kingston Cursive Handwriting CD
 (all 3 books as PDF files)

School (site licence) £36.00
   Personal (single user) £21.00
Handwriting Font & Text Editor
 (for Windows)

School (site licence) £69.00
   Personal (single user) £29.00

Photcopy material
Yes

Key Stage
1 and above

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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The Kingston Cursive CD-ROM
contains the three books in electronic form
(PDFs) and gives teachers the opportunity to
laser print worksheets as an alternative to
photocopying.

The Handwriting Font and Text Editor
enables teachers to generate their own
additional practice sheets and other resources in
an electronic version of the Kingston Cursive
style.

COMMENTS
This scheme provides a progression of teaching
from basic pattern to joined writing. There is
much specific advice for the teachers throughout
the scheme.
The style chosen is an upright fully cursive, with
open b and p, and each letter is initially taught
beginning at the base line.
The material is not directed at particular age
groups. There is no provision for speeding up.

The materials on CD-ROM and the provision of
an electronic handwriting font are useful
additions to the scheme.

1

Kingston Cursive Handwriting

pattern in a large size, first written between
double lines and then over a dotted line. The
letters in the group are then introduced (at least
one page for each letter) and illustrated with a
drawing to establish a sound-symbol
relationship. The letters are first practised alone
and then joined to one or two letters.
The amount of content varies considerably; the
early patterns in each group having one or two
lines of pattern to be drawn and the later pages
possibly requiring the writing of 5 words
repeated 5 times.
The letters are practised in a variety of ways;
writing over dotted lines or with the help of a
starting point and usually without the help of
writing lines, although a base line is given on
some pages near the end of the last set.

Handwriting Copybook
(70 pages)
Section 1 gives a short resume of the
programme's approach to handwriting.

Section 2 includes A5 copy sheets of individual
letters. Two A5 work sheets are printed on each
page, each providing 5 lines of practice of an
individual letter. A diagram demonstrates the
direction of movement and the pupil is invited
to practise the letter shapes, at first with the
help of dotted lines to follow. Three horizontal
lines define the height of the letters and each
page is illustrated with a small relevant drawing
to establish the sound-symbol relationship.

A4 copy sheets teaching joins
The 40 worksheets give practice in building up
joins and writing words. The first joins are to the
letters l t p and the other lower case letters are
added progressively. There are approximately
10 words to be practised on each page,
sometimes with additional sentences. The
words are written on a base line and the size
judged by the pupil.

Section 3  Capitals
Seven pages provide practice in using capitals,
first writing the letter with the help of dotted
lines and then writing a sentence using the
relevant capital as well as lower case letters.
The sentences are written on lines 10 mm apart.

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Kingston Cursive Handwriting
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Left Hand Writing
Skills
AIMS
A specially designed learning programme to help the budding left-
handed writer to write well and without undue stress or
discomfort.

CONTENT
The programme is available in several formats:
1. Three separate books (either in book form or as a PDF

download)
2. Combined photocopiable book in black and white.
3. CD-ROM of all the material

The books have 83 illustrated worksheets (the separate books in
colour, the photocopiable version in black and white).
They all begin with suggestions for pen hold, paper position and
word spacing specifically for left-handed writers and there are
reminders of pen hold on each page.
The last pages of the books are sample alphabets and a blank
sheet with guidelines grouped in fours (x-height: Book 1— 80 mm,
Book 2 — 60 mm, Book 3 — 45 mm)

Book 1 — fabulous fine motor practice
The illustrations are of a variety of bugs and insects that will
appeal to younger children,
pp. 3–6 Patterns and mazes to follow
pp. 7–23  Introducing the lower case letters grouped according to
 the initial movement. 1-2 letters per page. The movement is
 explained, large letters traced and then repeated by tracing
 smaller letters.
pp. 24–30 Practice of numbers

Book 2 — funky formation and flow
A character, Pencil Pete, addresses the student with hints and
 suggestions.
pp. 3–9 Revision of the separate letter shapes in groups, 3 or 4 per
 page. Each page is headed by a pattern.
The letters are practised between 4 guide lines and then traced as
 part of words.
pp. 11–27 Joining letters. The joins are practised by copying short
 words. The joins are grouped as diagonal and horizontal joins
 first to x-height letters and then to tall letters.
pp. 28–30 Capital letters — introduced by copying names.

Left Hand Writing Skill
www.nha-handwriting.org.uk

Authors
Mark and Heather Stewart

Publishers
Robinswood Press Ltd
South Avenue
Stourbridge
West Midlands
DY8 3XY  UK
Tel: 01384 397475
Email: info@robinswoodpress.com
www.robinswood.co.uk

Price
Books 1,2 ,3
 £7.95 each
 Downloadable pdf versions
 £7.95 each (inc Vat)

Combined Photocopiable Edition
 £29.95

CD-ROM
 £35.94 (inc VAT)
Photocopiable edition and CD-
ROM licensed for multiple use
within one educational
establishment.

Photocopy material
Yes

Key Stage
1, 2, 3
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Book 1

COMMENT
The materials are clearly specifically designed for
left-handed students, available as workbooks in
colour for individual use or photocopiable in
black and white as a book or on a CD-ROM.
They could be useful for boosting the confidence
of any left-handers who are experiencing
difficulties with writing. The teacher would need
to select the material that suits the age and skill
of the individual.

1

Left Hand Writing Skills

Book 3 — successful smudge-free
writing
The theme of the book is historical, with a
cartoon about a period of history on each page.
pp. 3–9 Revision of joins:
 Join 1 e.g. a–I
 Join 2 e.g. o–u
 Join 3 e.g. u–t
 Join 4 e.g. o–b
 Letters which do not join
pp. 10–29 Practice pages using joined writing in
a variety of situations — menus, letters,
invitations etc. to be copied — linked to the
historical theme of each page.

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Book 3

Left Hand Writing Skills

Book 2

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk



41

Letter-join

AIMS
To provide an interactive web-based package which includes
printout sheets for real handwriting for individuals and whole
class teaching.

CONTENT
On screen resources, print-out worksheets and whiteboard
facility.
Letter-join uses an upright continuous cursive script with entry
and exit strokes. There are alternative shapes for f k x z available.

Software
This provides interactive animations with verbal instructions.
There is an assessment of a child’s success in writing the
letter/word to be practised on the whiteboard as a ‘Good try’ or
‘Well done’.
The main menu gives a choice of:
Patterns
20 patterns from simple shapes to patterns leading directly to
letter formation. A pencil draws the selected pattern in a black
line with an accompanying electronic sound and the whiteboard
allows interactive practice.
Easy letters
The lower case letters are grouped: i l t,  u w e,  c o,  a d,  n m h
and each letter can be selected for animation as above. Verbal
instructions are given e.g. ‘start on the line, go right to the top
and hook.’ Each is written with and entry stroke and exit flick.
Easy words
20 words using the above letters are available. These are
animated as before but without sound.
Harder letters
The letters j y,  g q,  b p k,  v s r,  f z x are introduced as above.
Harder words
A further 20 words using the above letters can be selected.
Capitals and Printed
A complete alphabet in capitals and in a print script without exit
flicks are available for animation with oral instructions as for the
lower case letters above.
The print script is written with pen lift after each stroke and
without exit flicks.

Letter-join

Publisher
Better Skills
THE STUDIO
8 Hornash Lane,
Shadoxhurst,
Ashford,
Kent,
TN26 1HT
Email:
letterjoin@betterskills.co.uk
www.letterjoin.co.uk

Published
2010

Price
One-off fee
 £100.00 + VAT.
Plus an annual subscription of:
 1 to 3 classrooms: £35.00 +
 VAT per classroom per
 annum
 4 to 6 classrooms: £27.00 +
 VAT per classroom per
 annum
 7 or more classrooms:
 £24.00 + VAT per classroom
 per annum
 10 or more classrooms
 contact Letter join

Photocopy material
Yes

Key Stage
Foundation, 1 & 2

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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COMMENTS
This program teaches the process of writing from
patterning to joined writing with facilities for
class and individual teaching using both
whiteboard and paper resources. It uses a
continuous cursive style and the intention is that
joining should start from the beginning. A print
alphabet is included but the letters are not
written in a continuous movement and are
without exit flicks, making it less useful as an
initial alphabet.
The formation of the letters and words are
animated on the screen by a moving pencil.
There are no additional illustrations except in the
patterning section.
The worksheets are available at 3 different sizes
of writing so could be used with children of
different ages and there is some progression in
the vocabulary used.
There is no provision for speeding up writing nor
suggestions for teachers about getting ready for
writing, position, pen hold etc.

Schools should note that there is an annual
subscription for each classroom using this
program in addition to the initial payment.

1

Letter-join

Printable Resources
These are located as ‘extra resources‘ or
accessed from the relevant sections above.
Patterns
The print-out sheets provide lines of separate
patterns for tracing and a picture for ‘colouring
in’ with the patterns.
Letters and Words
Practice sheets show individual letters or words
in a pale colour for tracing and copying. There
are no illustrations. Both Letters and Words can
be printed out in large, medium and small sizes
to suit age and ability (x-heights 7 mm, 5 mm or
3 mm).
High Frequency Words
100 words that can be printed in the sizes
above.
Pangrams
A set of 8 pangrams (e.g. The quick brown fox...)
in small size.
A4 Letters for Classroom Banner
Individual letters for printing at A4 size
Lined Writing Paper
The lines are written in groups of 3 with pale
blue lines above and below a baseline in grey.
The x-heights as above.

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk

A menu on screen



43

Letter-join

On screen letter animation

Easy letter worksheet in large writing size

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk

A pattern worksheet
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Letter-join

Pangrams work sheet in small writing size

Harder words on screen
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Publishers
Morrells Handwriting
5, Leven Drive,
Worcester.
WR5 3QY.
United Kingdom.
Tel: 0792 973 7444
Email:
info@morrellshandwriting.co.uk
www.morrellshandwriting.co.uk

Published
2008 - 2010

Prices
Copymasters Books 1 & 2
 £49.95 each
Workbooks 1–8
 £4.95 each
Copymaster Taster Packs  1 & 2
 (a copymaster book with 4
 workbooks)
  £52.00 each

Photocopy material
Yes

Key Stage
1, 2, 3+

Morrells
Handwriting
AIMS
To offer plenty of opportunities to target key skills in spelling,
grammar, vocabulary and sentence construction.... helping to link
literacy to handwriting lessons.

CONTENT
2 Books of A4 copymasters (Right Start Books) — 224 pages
  photocopiable exercises in each
8 pupil workbooks (non-photocopiable) 36 pages
The scheme uses a number of Sassoon  fonts — a ‘simple modern
 style’ with no join after b p.
The materials are in black and white with a pen character
 appearing on each page.

Right Start Books
Both these photocopiable books have the same content beginning
with the individual letters and joins followed by practice of writing
using high frequency words, homophones, plurals, story
beginnings and other aspects of language and use.
Both books are aimed at all age groups and abilities and the
worksheets are of varied levels of difficulty.

Books 1
This material is specifically aimed at pupils who are not ready to
use joined-up handwriting or to correct movement faults and uses
a primary font which is upright and with exit flicks.
The alphabet is first introduced, one letter per page, in lower case
and capital form. The letters are arranged in alphabetical order
although it is suggested they should be taught in movement
groups c o a d g q,  I i t,  r n m etc.
The sample letters are in outline with directional arrows and then
in dot form for tracing and then to be copied independently
within words.
The writing is between 4 guidelines with an x height of 7 mm in
most of the book but in the later section the student is asked to
write the copy sentences on a single base line.

Book 2
This revises the formation of the basic letters and introduces
joining. It groups the joins as:
Baseline Joins e.g. u–p
Round Joins e.g. u–a
Top Joins e.g. w–o

Morrells Handwriting
www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Right Start Book 1

openings and story endings. The more mature
font is used throughout.

Workbook 8 — Focus on Numbers
The reinforcement of joined-up writing, using
the same sample font as in Book 7 is continued.
The subject matter is the basics of number
formation and the use of mathematical words.
The more mature font is used throughout.

COMMENTS
This scheme covers the process of writing
starting from the unjoined letter stage, assuming
the child is ready to write, and offers plenty of
practice of joined writing. The material is
intended to be fitted to the stage of learning of
the child rather than confined to a particular
year group. Hence the material within the books
deliberately varies in reading level, the amount
of content and the style of writing used. The
teacher would need to select the material most
appropriate to the class, group or individual
being taught.
There is no material specifically aimed at
speeding up although the mature font is one
that lends itself to fluent and therefore
potentially quicker writing.

1

Morrells Handwriting

Break letters b g j p y x z
In the first part of the book the exercises are in
Sassoon Joiner font that shows the correct
joining of letters and the latter sections use a
more fluent joined style. The content of
exercises is the same as in Book 1.

Workbooks
The workbooks are offered as an alternative
format to the photocopiable books and cover
the same material.
Workbook 1 comprises material in Book 1.
Workbooks 2–5 comprise material in Book 2.
Books 6, 7 and 8 are later editions and have
different content from the Right Start books.

Workbook 1 — Letter Formation
This book introduces the individual unjoined
letters as described for Right Start Book 1

Workbook 2 — Joining Letters
This book teaches the process of joining as
described for Right Start Book 2, practising the
different joins within words using the four
guidelines. Numbers are included.

Workbook 3 — Joining Revision
Revision of the joining process through spelling
activities and the different types of joins -
Practice of high frequency words from the
Primary National Strategy, letters and sounds,
days of the week, months, colours, and
opposites.

Workbook 4 — Spellings and Grammar
Revises the joining process through spelling
patterns and grammatical skills. A more mature
font is introduced in some of  the pages and the
writing is then on a single baseline. Practice
includes plurals, connectives and verb tenses.

Workbook 5 — Focus on Grammar
Joining practice is continued through
grammatical skills including homophones,
speech marks and apostrophes.

Workbook 6 — Focus on Vocabulary
More complex sentences are used for practice
and includes practice with words to use instead
of went, nice, big, small and said.

Workbook 7 — Focus on Punctuation
Revises the joining process through story

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Morrells Handwriting
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Nelson
Handwriting
AIMS:
To provide a clear, practical framework for implementing and
developing a whole-school handwriting policy. Pupils are actively
encouraged to explore different styles of handwriting and develop
their own style.

CONTENT
Teacher’s Book
6 Workbooks for ages 4–6
6 Developing Skills textbooks for ages 5–11
3 Resources and Assessment Books (Red & Yellow Level, and 1–4)
Electronic font CD-ROM
Interactive Whiteboard CD-ROMs Red, Blue, Yellow, 1 & 2

The scheme uses a ‘simple modern style’ with breaks after s b g j p
x y z.
Nelson also produce a Phonics and Handwriting VLE for R & KS1
published in 2010 and materials for teaching spelling in which the
examples are written in Nelson font. These can supplement the
handwriting scheme but are not detailed in this edition.

Teacher’s Book
(173 pages)
First 23 pages give an explanation of the scheme, how it fits with
the National Curriculum and learning objectives at each stage. The
importance of a school policy is emphasised and information on
preparation for handwriting, advice for left-handers and the
advantages of introducing joined writing at Year 1 explained.
The second section has detailed instruction on possible ways of
using the textbooks and additional resource books (not the
workbooks).
Each unit of work is allotted an A4 page; the objectives of the unit
are detailed and notes given on conducting the lesson and use of
the extra and extension materials. On the same page the relevant
pages from the Developing Skills book and the Resources and
Assessment books are reproduced in reduced form for reference.

The Workbooks
(24 pages each) for 4–6 year olds to write in directly.
These are printed in clear black with either blue or orange for
tracing and emphasis. The cartoon fox, familiar to users of Nelson
schemes, appears and there are lively line drawings that can be
coloured to illustrate the pages.

Nelson Handwriting

Authors
John Jackman
Anita Warwick

Publisher
Nelson Thornes,
Delta Place,
27 Bath Road,
Cheltenham
GL53 7TH
Tel: 01242 267287
Email:
csupport@nelsonthornes.com
www.nelsonthornes.com

Published
2003– 2011

Prices
Teacher’s Book
 £28.99
Workbooks 1–6
 £17.99 per set of 10
Developing Skills Books
 £8.99 each
Resources and Assessment Books
        £61.99 each
Nelson Handwriting Electronic
 Font CD-ROM with Teachers’
 Guide
 £156.00 to £312.00
Teachers’ Guide to electronic font
 £5.99
Interactive Whiteboard CD-ROMs
 £105.59–£208.79 each

Photocopy material
Yes

Key Stage
Foundation, 1 & 2

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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There is a fold out flap at the beginning of each
book with a ‘getting ready to write’ reminder on
one side and a checklist of handwriting points on
the other.  A table giving a clear statement of the
points to be learned is included at the beginning.

Red Level (ages 5–6).
provides practice of diagonal and horizontal joins
to middle height and tall letters and the ‘break’
letters of b p q y j z plus capitals.

Yellow Level (ages 6–7)
covers revision of the joins by practice of
common letter pairs and words in which they
occur.

Book 1 (ages 7–8)
has further work on joins using more demanding
vocabulary. From Unit 10 onwards it is suggested
that the writing should be written at a slight
forward slope.

Book 2 (ages 8–9)
covers practice of particular prefixes and suffixes
and consideration of size. Speed writing for note
taking and a print style for labelling are covered.

Book 3 (ages 9–10)
provides practice of spacing within words and
the height of letters, increasing speed, print
letters, presentation, decorated capitals,
encouragement of a personal style of writing,
maintenance of consistency and opportunity for
assessment.

Book 4 (ages 10–11)
addresses writing for different purposes:
development of fluency and speed, developing
individual style, speed writing for notes and
presentation.
Assessment sheets are provided: self assessment
for pupils to use; record sheets for an individual
child for teachers to use and general assessment
pages for testing elements of the year’s work - or
for additional practice.

Resource and Assessment Books
(photocopiable A4 size)

These provide two additional A4 sheets of
further practice at the ‘Focus’ level for less able
students and a further 'Extension' providing
more demanding writing practice for each unit of
work in the textbooks. 1

Nelson Handwriting

Pupils are encouraged to assess their work by
selecting and colouring a chosen fox shape at the
bottom of each page.

Workbooks 1–4 Blue Level (ages 4–5)
The first book begins with a few pages of maze
patterns before the lower case letters are
introduced in groups according to shape, each
group preceded by a relevant writing pattern.

Each letter is allotted two A4 pages and is
practised in different ways; written large for
finger tracing, in smaller versions for tracing and
copying from a starting dot and between lines.
The process of learning the alphabet is spread
over the three books with numerals practised in
Book 3.
Capital letters (grouped in shape order and one
per page) are introduced in Book 4. These are to
be practised by tracing between lines, along with
the lower case letter. They are then used in
sentences to be traced as well as written
independently.

Workbooks 5–6   Red Level (ages 5–6)
These teach the process of joining and are
intended for use by children in Year 1 who are
ready to join their letters together and would
benefit from the use of a workbook rather than a
textbook. The process is taught by the practice of
representative pairs of letters e.g. un il. Each
double-page spread has a sample of the letter
join for finger tracing and opportunities for
tracing and writing words.

Developing Skills Books
Red & Yellow Levels and Books 1–4
(48 pages each)

These are textbooks printed in full colour with
lively drawings to illustrate. Each unit of work
consists of a double-page spread with a ‘Focus’
section that defines the basic skill or concept to
be mastered. There is also an ‘Extra’ piece of
work linked to a spelling pattern and/or a topic
of interest relevant to the children’s age, and an
‘Extension’ activity.

The basic joins are taught at the Red Level and
the subsequent books reinforce the skills using
increasingly demanding vocabulary, greater
content and smaller print-size.

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Nelson Handwriting

A series of assessment sheets is provided:
1. Placement tests —for use with a class at the
 beginning of each year, (approximately 7
 different tests at each stage) and a ‘Levelling
 Guide’ to relate the skills of each child to the
 levels of attainment in England and Wales,
 Scotland and Northern Ireland.
2. Self-assessment sheets for pupils.
3. Handwriting assessment record sheets for the
 teacher to complete for each child.
4. General assessment sheets — for testing
 particular elements of the year’s work or for
 additional practice.

Electronic Font CD-ROM
This enables teachers to produce worksheets
and documents for classroom use or handwriting
practice in the Nelson font in print, precursive
and cursive styles. Word documents can be
converted to the Nelson font and there is an
interactive whiteboard facility. A Teachers’ Guide
is included.

Interactive Whiteboard CD-ROMs
Blue, Red, Yellow Levels and Book 1 & 2
The home screen of each CD-ROM offers choices:
1. Warming up activities (video clips of rhymes
or children demonstrating actions) with a video
explaining writing position, pen hold and paper
position.
2. Units of work. These correspond to the
material in the printed books. The letters/joins/
patterns/sample words are animated on the
screen and there are facilities for on-screen
tracing and copying using coloured pens
controlled by a mouse. For each unit the relevant
support and extension worksheets can be
accessed for use on screen or photocopying.
Each unit ends with a game.
3. Letter bank. This is included for reference in
each CD-ROM. An animation for each letter,
(capital and lower case) and groups of joined
letters can be selected.
4. Teachers’ Notes
5. Help section
These are easy to load and navigate.

COMMENTS
This is a comprehensive scheme, providing
suggestions for teaching F, KS1 and 2, including

Years  5 & 6, with material specifically designed
for each age group. The scheme is intended for
use when children are ready to form letters,
although there are suggestions for pre-writing
activities. The books have been designed with
colourful illustrations and the fox character is
constant throughout.

The style of writing is a ‘simple modern hand’
with breaks after the letters b g j p x y z in the
early stages. The style is initially written upright
and there is a suggested change to a more fluent
forward-sloping style from approximately Year 3
onwards. Although this latter style is a typeface
it has efficient diagonal joins that potentially
form a basis for fluent, fast writing.

The joining process is introduced in Year 1 and
older children are encouraged to develop
personal styles and speed. There is additional
material at each level for reinforcement and
additional practice material to fulfil individual
needs, as well as provision for assessment.

The Interactive CD-ROMs are a useful addition
to the scheme that allow flexible use of the
material as is the availability of the typeface on
a CD-ROM. This allows teachers to use the
Nelson script for their own worksheets for
handwriting or other subjects and display
materials. The script can also be displayed on a
whiteboard to study the joins. This could be
used alone if wanted.

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Nelson Handwriting

Developing Skills Book Yellow Level

Developing Skills Book 2

Red Level Resource Book

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk



53

Instruction leaflet for
CD-ROM Red Level

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
Nelson Handwriting

Developing Skills Book 4
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The Old Fashioned
Writing Book
AIMS
The Old Fashioned Series simply set out the basic rules in the
essential areas of English and offer straightforward exercises to
test and reinforce understanding.

CONTENT
This 22 page, long and slim workbook concentrates on letter
formation from the beginning and suggests that the best way to
learn the alphabet is in family groups of similar movement
patterns.

Some useful rules are stated on the first page with the importance
of attending to detail being stressed.

All the letters of the alphabet are practised in the first five pages.

Mastering diagonal and horizontal joins follows. In the early
stages of learning some letters within the words are not joined.

Patterns and words are introduced followed by capital letters.

The booklet ends with some hints on space around the text, space
between words, tool hold and paper position.

COMMENTS
This booklet is slim and progresses quickly through letter
formation and the essential skills for writing. It uses an efficient,
fluent script and could be useful as supplementary material or a
course for older pupils.

The Old Fashioned Writing Book
www.nha-handwriting.org.uk

Author
Thomas Barnard

Publisher
Ward Lock Educational,
BIC Ling Kee House,
I Christopher Road,
East Grinstead,
West Sussex
RH19 3BT
Tel: 01342 318980
Email: wle@lingkee.com
www.wardlockeducational.com

Price
£1.95

Photocopy material
No

Key Stage
2–adult
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One-a-Day Letter
Formation
AIMS
To provide a set of practice sheets for lower case letters using
start-from-the-line style to help develop successful joined
handwriting.

CONTENT
A photocopiable book with a plastic cover with six practice sheets
for each lower case letter. 153 pages.
The same material is available in CD-ROM format.

Introduction
Short notes on the use of the material, a student assessment
sheet, handwriting improvement target page and 4 Certificates.
Worksheets are photocopiable by the purchasing school.

Worksheets
A fully cursive script with entry strokes is used and alternative
forms are offered for f k x z.
The majority of pages are in landscape.
All letters are written on a base line with 3 other guide lines.
There is a dotted outline for each letter and arrows indicate the
movement pattern on the first letter of each sheet.

There are six practice sheets for most letters. On the first sheet of
each new letter, the letters are written within an outline picture
of an object having the same sound as the letter e.g. a – apple.
The subsequent sheets have a picture e.g. axe, astronaut, anchor
on the left hand half of the page with a space next to it for
copying.

COMMENT
These two books provide more opportunity to practise single
letters than most schemes. They can be used as a starter section
to Joint Exercises. Alternatively they would be a useful addition to
any scheme that uses entry strokes.
The pictures can be coloured in; a useful skill for the beginner
writer to work on. The additional space on each page could be
used in a number of ways.

The teacher notes are minimal so a basic knowledge of the skills
of handwriting teaching is assumed.

One-A-Day Letter Formation

Publisher
AMS Educational
PO BOX 150
Winsford
Cheshire
CW7 3WA
Tel: 01606 836699
Email:
sales@amseducational.co.uk
claire@schoolsmailing.co.uk
www.amseducational.co.uk

Price
One-A-Day Letter Formation  +
 supplement
 £34.99 inc. VAT
CD ROM version
 £39.59 inc. VAT

Photocopy material
Yes

Key Stage
1

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Oxford Handwriting
Practice
AIMS
To provide the first steps in building the foundation of an
individual, clear and legible hand which can then develop through
a person’s life.

CONTENT
Teacher’s Book (16 pages) and 13 A5-size workbooks.

Teacher’s Book
The introduction emphasises the importance of the early
experience in writing and the development of letter forms from
natural hand movements.
Guidance is given on posture, paper position and tools (no
erasers) and recommendations about movement and stroke order
when using the workbooks.
A story about Worcester the cat accompanies the earliest
workbooks and the cat appears in many of the illustrations
throughout the whole scheme as a supporting figure.

Children’s Books
Handwritten text and line drawings are printed in black and grey
so that children can colour the pages as well as complete the
exercises.

Reception Level — Patterns and Movement
3 books, 16 pages each.
Each page is a picture to illustrate the cat story, to which the child
can add suggested handwriting patterns: zigzags, straight lines,
and circles.

Level 1 — Letter Families
4 books - 16 pages each,
Each book introduces a set of letters grouped according to shape:
u l i t,  n m r h b p,  c a e d g o q,  v w x y s z k j f. These are
practised as separate letters with exit flicks, written between
parallel lines incorporated into a picture.

Level 2 — Alphabet, Names and Numbers
(4 books)

Book 1
44 pages  Lower case letters are practised in alphabetical order —
most are allotted two pages and are to be repeated many times to
fill a shape.

Oxford Handwriting Practice

Author
Lida Kindersley

Publisher
Cardoza Kindersley Workshop
152 Victoria Road,
Cambridge
CB4 3DZ
Tel: 01223 362170
www.kindersleyworkshop.co.uk

Published
1993

Price
Set of 14 books
 £10.00

Photocopy material
No

Key Stage
Foundation and 1

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Level 3 — Joins
(2 books 16 pages each) The two books cover
diagonal and horizontal joins respectively. The
jumping cat illustrates the movement of the join
and the child is asked to trace and copy pairs of
letters and words on a base line, approximately 7
words per page.

COMMENTS
Lida Kindersley’s scheme uses a simple modern
style and emphasises the movement quality of
handwriting.
It has been written specifically with small
children in mind.
The cat character and the small personal books
are likely to be popular with their young owners.

1

Oxford Handwriting Practice

Book 2
(24 pages) Capital letters as above (one page for
most letters).

Book 3
(16 pages) The child completes pages with the
names of friends and family, written on a base
line. Each page has space for two lists headed by
a capital letter and a copy of the lower case
alphabet is printed at the bottom of the page
(separate letters with exit flicks) to assist in the
correct writing of the individual names.

Book 4
(16 pages) Practice of numerals in similar
fashion to the capitals. There is plenty of
repetition and the cat character appears in each
illustration.

Level 1

Level R

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Oxford Handwriting Practice

Level 2

Level 3
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Penpals for
Handwriting
AIMS
To offer a practical approach to support the delivery of
handwriting teaching in the context of the modern curriculum.

CONTENT
Teacher’s Books — one for each age group: F1, F2, Y1, Y2, Y3, Y4
and Y5&6
CD-ROMs with interactive whiteboard for the above age groups
Big Books for F2 and Y1–4
Practice Books for F2 (Books 1 & 2) and Y1–4 (work sheets for
 Y5&6 in the Teacher’s book)
Font CD-ROM

The scheme uses a Sassoon font without entry stokes with breaks
after the letters g j x y z, written at a slight slope in the early
stages and with a more pronounced slope from Y4 onwards.

The material is designed for each year group separately, except
for Y5&6. Each stage is allotted a Teacher’s Book with additional
appropriate material: CD for Foundation 1, Write-in Practice
Books and a Big Book for Foundation 2, text books and a Big Book
for Y1–4 and a set of OHTs for Y5&6. The material is also available
on CD-ROM for interactive whiteboard use.

A colourful toucan logo appears on the covers of all the materials
and the books a have a designated colour for each stage.

The Teacher’s Books
Each book gives an outline of the whole scheme throughout the
school but most of the content is specific to the needs of the
pupils at each particular stage, giving material for 30 units of
work, assessment of progress, recommendations for preparing to
write, material for parents, detailed explanation of the units of
work and the progress of each lesson – including preliminary
warm up activities and material for whole class sessions.
The books end with A5 photocopiable sheets for additional
practice of each unit for F2 and Years 1–4 and A4 worksheets for
Y5&6.

CD-ROMs
Separate CD-ROMs for each year group have been added to the
scheme and run parallel to the other materials. The toucan
features throughout.

Penpals for Handwriting

Authors
Gill Budgell and Kate Ruttle

Series Consultants
Sue Palmer and Rhona Stainthorp

Publisher
Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building
Cambridge
CB2 8BR
Tel: 01223 325588
Email:
educustserve@cambridge.org
www.education.cambridge.org

Published
2007–2012

Price
Teacher’s Books
 F1 (inc audio CD) £32.50
 F2, Y1–4 £25.00 each
 Y5/6 (inc OHTs on CD-ROM)
  £76.00
CD-ROMs
  F1, F2, Y1,2,3,4 & 5&6
  £125.00 each
Big Books
 F2 £35.00
 Y1–4 £41.00 each
Practice Books
 F2 £13.25 for 10 copies
 Y1–4 £7.00 each
Font CD-ROM £125.00

Photocopy material
Yes

Key Stage
Foundation, 1 and 2
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Font CD-ROM
Created by Rosemary Sassoon and Adrian
Williams.
Teachers are able to create worksheets and
classroom display in the fonts used in the
Penpals scheme. Children can use the fonts in
their own word-processing.

A brief outline of the work covered at
each stage:
Foundation 1 (3–5 years)
Developing both large and fine motor skills,
patterns and basic letter movements. These
incorporate PE activities, music, art activities,
using cutting and other tools as well as a variety
of mark-making tools. In the Teacher’s Books 14
units are each split into 10 separate ideas for
activities. The accompanying CD provides music
for 3 of the units: songs for developing gross
motor movements and finger play, musical
tracks for creating patterns and basic letter
movements on paper and with the body. The
teacher’s book has 6 templates for pattern
making.
The CD-ROM has a range of interactive activities
for developing mark-making.

Foundation 2
The shapes of the unjoined letters with exit flicks
are taught. The letters are grouped as suggested
in the National Literacy Strategy 2001 as:
long ladder letters l i u t j y
one-armed robot letters r n b h m k p
curly caterpillar letters c a d o s g q e f
zigzag- monster letters z v w x
followed at the end of each group by the related
capital letters.

Year 1
Revision of the above groups of letters and the
vowels in term 1 is followed by different
diagonal and horizontal joins taught by practice
of pairs of letters. Words to be written for
practice frequently have only 2 letters joined,
with the remainder written in separate print so
that the child’s newly acquired skills can be put
into practice immediately.

Year 2
The break letters (j g x y z b f p q r s at this stage)
are introduced and then further pairs of joined

1

Penpals for Handwriting

F1 CD-ROM provides activities, video clips and
animations to encourage motor skills and
pattern making. There is a facility to put
children’s work onto the Gallery of Samples.

F2–Y5&6 CD-ROMs have a menu to select:
Units of work  There is a designated screen for
each teaching unit giving animated letter shapes
and joins as relevant, sky writing (F2 and Y1),
pen tools, and a word bank that can be moved
onto a practice line.
Teacher’s Notes
Warm-up activities as video clips
Pen hold and posture examples using right and
left-handed models.
Handwriting patterns
Homework sheets — the photocopy masters
also in the printed books
Alphabet (upper and lower case) for reference
with animations
Joining information for reference

Big Books for Foundation 2 – Year 4
These are large books for group sessions,
written and illustrated in full colour and plastic
coated so that the teacher or a child can write
letters/words with water-soluble pens. It is
suggested that the children are supplied with
individual markers and white boards for group
sessions.

Practice Material
Write-in Practice Books for F2
These two write-in books are printed in a single
colour (green or purple) with large letters for
finger tracing, letters printed in a pale shade for
pencil tracing and in solid colour for reading.
The illustrations are lively drawings, some of
which can be further coloured.

Practice Books for Y1–4
These are full colour, illustrated text books with
practice for each unit of work, including finger-
tracing for the early stages, letters and words
for copying, related patterns to draw and a
related set of words for ‘Look, Say, Cover, Write
and Check’ spelling practice.

CD-ROM for Year 5&6
This provides worksheets in A4 for whole class
sessions and individuals.

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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looking at particular aspects e.g. closing rounded
letters, heights of ascenders. There is advice on
ways of increasing writing speed.

COMMENTS
This scheme uses a 'simple modern style’ with
some break letters initially. It is a fully
comprehensive scheme, designed with National
Curriculum requirements in mind.
It gives detailed advice on handwriting sessions
for every age group up to and including Y6.
The F1 Teacher’s Book and F1 CD-ROM address
the pre-writing stage thoroughly, giving many
ideas in preparation for writing and could be
used independently of the whole scheme.
Older pupils are encouraged to develop
individual styles and to increase their speed. It
also addresses staff planning and contact with
parents.
There is provision for whole class teaching, group
and individual work and additional practice,
making use of a wide choice of paper materials
and computer, so enabling work to be tailored to
particular needs.

The resources are attractively designed and
colourful. The total scheme is a large outlay for a
school but teachers can select the materials
most useful to them.

CD-ROM Y4
instruction sheet
showing the
screen

letters studied, including joins from f s q. Most
of the words in the practice material are now
fully joined, apart from the break letters.

Year 3
Revision of particular joins, often used in
common suffixes, and a focus on particular
handwriting skills (e.g. maintaining regular sizing
and increasing speed) and particular layouts:
poems, envelopes, writing dialogue etc.

Year 4
Continued concentration on particular letter
combinations and aspects of good writing e.g.
keeping a regular slope. Additional layout
techniques for note-taking, drafting, print
alphabet for labels, posters etc. are considered.
From mid-year the children are encouraged to
write at a forward slope.

Years 5 & 6
The students are encouraged to make decisions
about their own writing e.g. whether to use
looped descenders and alternative ways of
making some joins.
Some units of work concentrate on writing for
particular purposes by working on small projects
e.g. writing haiku, and there is plenty of
opportunity for focused self evaluation by

Penpals for Handwriting
www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Penpals for Handwriting

F2 Practice Book

Y1 Teacher’s Book
photocopy masters

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Y5&6 CD

Penpals for Handwriting

Y4 Practice Book

Y2 Big Book
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Author
Phillips and Leonard

Publisher
Ann Arbor Publishers Ltd.
P.O. Box 1
Bedford
Northumberland
NE70 7JX
Tel: 01668 214460
Email:
enquiries@annarbor.co.uk
www.annarbor.co.uk

Published
2001

Price
£15.50

Photocopy material
Yes

Key Stage
1 and older remedial

Revised Structured
Cursive Writing
AIMS
To provide a multi-sensory writing programme for the beginner
who has specific or general learning difficulties and the older child
who needs structured help in developing a legible writing form.

CONTENT
A4-size book of 55 pages that could be used as a workbook or
photocopied.

Introduction
2 pages. This explains the choice of a looped style - looped
ascenders as well as descenders — without pen lifts to be used
throughout the course. Suggestions are made about posture and
pen hold, use of pencils and paper position.

Photocopiable Pages
Instruction on these pages is aimed at the student; some
accompanied by illustrations. The exercises teach the following:
Drawing vertical and horizontal lines — by completing pictures.
(4 pages)
Basic patterns. Loops, arches and u shapes, first freely and then
between lines. (4 pages)
Lower-case letters. These are introduced in an unusual order: a c
d b r f h k m I l j y z s n p u w t v x e g q o, 3 letters per page. Each
letter is written in a very large size, (x-height 1.5 cm) starting from
the base line and the movement described in words e.g. ‘over,
back, round, up, down and off’’. The sound of each letter is
illustrated by a small relevant drawing. The child is asked to sub-
vocalise the name, sound and instructions when they first trace
and then copy the letter between a 4-line grid. Each letter is
traced and copied only once. (9 pages)
Lower-case letters assessment. Each letter is written once with
points marked for scoring so that a child can assess his/her
accuracy. (7 pages)
Lower-case letters practice. A row of single letters is repeated at
a smaller size (x-height 6 mm) and then joined in groups of three.
This is the only section concerned with the process of joining.
Capitals. To be copied alongside the lower-case letters.
Word and sentence copying  (17 pages). The words are written on
4-guidelines (x-height 6 mm) and the sentences and a story on a
single base line.
The book ends with 3 pages of guidelines.

Revised Structured Writing
www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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1

Revised Structured Writing

COMMENT
This book teaches the shapes of the individual
letters carefully.
There is no instruction about the different type
of joins and the section giving words and
sentences to be copied is not carefully executed,
with some inconsistencies in sizing and letter
formation.
It is not clear what age group this would be
useful for; the large writing and information on
letter sounds implies younger children but the
assessment and language used at the end of the
book seems aimed at an older age group.

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Scholastic Literacy
Skills: Handwriting
AIMS
The series aims to help children develop a clear, fluent, legible
and fast handwriting style by giving them the opportunity to
acquire this in their first year of school or when entering the
school at a later stage.

CONTENT
3 A4 photocopiable books (175 pages ea.), in black and white,
each with accompanying CD-ROM.

The books all begin with a 15 page introduction that covers
hints on teaching handwriting, creation of a handwriting policy for
a school, a series overview, hints on writing position for right
handers and for left-handers (with a sample lower case alphabet
for both) and an explanation of the method used for the teaching
of joining.
Specific suggestions are given for using the particular book and
CD-ROM.

Each teaching section of the books is preceded by an explanatory
introduction to the material covered. Each topic begins with a
statement of the aims, a box giving background knowledge plus
suggestions for relevant activities and further ideas for follow-up.
There are also notes on the content of the equivalent section of
the CD-ROM.

The CD-ROMs provide animations with sound track and
interactive whiteboard materials: pencil, eraser and a choice of 3
colours for practice. The photocopiable pages are also available
on the parallel CD-ROM.

Lenny Lizard is a cartoon character that appears in all the books.
Stories about him introduce the movements to form letters and
the sizes of letters are shown throughout as the head, body and
tail of the lizard (in colour and with coloured guide lines in the
worksheets on the CD-ROMs, in black and white in the printed
versions).

Book 1 — Reception–Year 2

Chapter 1 — Motor Skills:
Gross motor and crossing the midline
Proprioception
Visual perception
Fine Motor Skills

Scholastic Literacy Skills: Handwriting

Authors
Amanda McLeod
Pam Dowson
Gillian Howell

Series Consultant
Amanda McLeod

Publisher
Scholastic Ltd
Windrush Park
Range Road
Witney
Oxfordshire
OX29 0YD
Tel:  0845 6039092
Email: enquiries@scholastic.co.uk
www.scholastic.co.uk

Published
2013

Price
£35.00 each

Photocopy material
Yes

Key Stage
Foundation, 1 and 2
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End-high to e e.g. o–e  r–e (2 pp)
Each type of join is allotted a number of practice
pages (see brackets above). The practice pages
follow the same process of finger tracing and
copying as for the lower case.

Book 2 — Years 3–4
The CD-ROM demonstrates the animated
formation of the lower case letters, capitals and
numbers as reference in addition to the material
linked with the work in Book 2.
There are also copiable pages of 4-line guidelines
with lizard symbols at : x -height sizes 11, 8, 5.5,
3.5 and 2 mm.

Chapter 1 — Revision of joins:
The joins are practised in the groups introduced
in Book 1. When used within a word the letters g
j y have looped descenders.
The worksheets have greater content than in
Book 1. Each join type is practised by joining 3
pairs of letters which are then used to make
words. Each pair is practised on a single page
and the letters are written at a smaller size (x-
height 5 mm). The practices in the lower half of
the worksheets are varied and involve rhyming,
question and answer, synonyms, homonyms etc.
The CD-ROM has animations showing the joins.

Chapter 2 — Suffixes
Chapter 3 — Prefixes
Chapter 4 — Common Letter Strings
Chapters 2 - 4 use the practice of good
handwriting to focus on the above aspects of
English grammar with the writing on the 4-line
grid used in Chapter 1.

Chapter 5 — Refining handwriting
The student is encouraged to identify errors in
their handwriting, change writing size, write for
display, consider punctuation, begin to increase
speed of writing and perform specific tasks;
create a story, poem, letter. There is a
handwriting checklist for the use of students.

Book 3 — Years 5–6
The writing in the worksheets mostly continues
to be between the 4-line guide lines but at a
smaller size.(x-height 3.5 mm). The CD-ROM is
similar to that for Years 3–4 with animations for
letter formation, joins and all photocopiable

1

Scholastic Literacy Skills: Handwriting

The importance of each of the above is fully
explained, activities that can be introduced to
the children are listed and worksheets provided
where relevant. Video demonstrations of 15 of
the activities are on the CD-ROM.

Chapter 2 — Patterning
These are grouped as:
1.  Straight down shapes
2.  Down, up and over shapes
3.  Up, backwards and around shapes
4.  Zooming shapes
Each group is introduced by a story featuring
Lenny Lizard (the full versions are on the CD).
The patterns are shown interactively on the CD-
ROM and can be practised on the interactive
whiteboard or using worksheets provided.

Chapter 3 — Introducing Letters
The letters are grouped as above and the
relevant story about Lenny the Lizard
demonstrates the 4 basic movements that start
each letter.
The letters are introduced in an order that could
be used in a phonics reading programme and
each newly-introduced letter is related to its
movement group.
Each new letter is allotted an A4 worksheet and
the child asked to trace over a large letter with a
finger, trace/write over letters between 4 lines
(the lizard showing the letter heights), write the
letters between the lines (x-height 8 mm) and
complete an additional activity that varies from
page to page.
The CD-ROM provides an animation of each
letter with a vocal description of the
movements and whiteboard tools for practice.

Chapter 4 — Capitals and Numbers
Capitals are introduced in alphabetical order
and can be practised in similar way to the lower
case letters on whiteboard or worksheet. Each
capital is linked to its lower case version on the
worksheets. The numbers are treated similarly.

Chapter 5 — Joining
The types of joins are defined as:
End-low diagonal joins e.g. e–r  a–I  c–k (10 pp)
End-low drop-on joins e.g. n–g  e–d (4 pp)
End-high horizontal joins e.g. o–w  o–r (3 pp)
End-high diagonal joins e.g. w–h  o–t (3 pp)
End-high drop-on joins e.g. o–o  w–a (3 pp)

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Scholastic Literacy Skills: Handwriting

using pangrams and other exercises. There is a
handwriting checklist for the use of students.

COMMENT
The scheme is thoroughly thought through and
provides detailed instructions at every stage,
including preliminary preparation for writing
with small children as well as encouraging self-
evaluation and speeding up for Years 5 and 6.
The purpose of every stage of learning is
explained and recommendation for additional
activities given; common problems likely to
occur are frequently pointed out and remedies
suggested.
The worksheets are informative and varied. The
accompanying CD-ROMs provide animations and
whiteboard facilities.

The scheme uses a simple modern style and
suggests using looped descenders for joining
when that stage is reached.

material including the guideline sheets at
different sizes.

Chapter 1 – Revision of joins
The joins are grouped as before and each
worksheet focuses on a particular type of join as
well as using others. The content of the sheets
varies in subject - some grammatical,
enrichment of language etc.

Chapters 2 – 4 Suffixes, Prefixes and
 word roots, Common letter strings
These focus the handwriting practice on similar
topics to the book for Y3-4 but with content
adjusted to the older age group.

Chapter 5 — Refining Handwriting
The students are encouraged to consider the
overall size of their writing, to develop different
styles of writing for different purposes and to
find their own personal style. There are
suggestions for increasing writing speed

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Scholastic Literacy Skills: Handwriting
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 Book R–Y2

Book R–Y2 Y3–4 CD-ROM

Part of an information page for teachers  R-Y2



72

Scholastic Literacy Skills: Handwriting
www.nha-handwriting.org.uk

 Y5–6



73

Start Write, Stay
Right!
AIMS
This book addresses the environmental, postural and physical
elements required for effective and automatic handwriting.

CONTENT
Teacher book, Spiral bound. 100 pages.
2 A4 workbooks, 64 pages each.
Handwriting Paper
This scheme does not teach a particular script.

Teacher Book
Written by paediatric occupational therapists this gives detailed
information on many aspects of handwriting teaching.
The introduction explains causes of handwriting difficulties.

Section 1 — Teaching young children
The following topics are covered:
Is The Child Ready To Write? A checklist with explanations and
 suggestions for intervention.
Fundamentals of Early Handwriting.
Pencil grip with hints on establishing a good grip and colouring
 exercises to establish grip.
Furniture.
Hints on teaching early writing using a variety of media.
Warm ups.
Developing core stability.
Writing tools and paper.
Motivation.

Section 2 — Handwriting with older children
The following topics are covered:
Checklist to be competed for an individual child covering
 environment, position, the child’s writing and speed — with
 detailed explanations of how to identify problems and
 suggestions for remedies.
General advice on handwriting topics: left-handers and copying.
Assessment of the children in a school in general, an individual
 child and speed testing.
Suggestions for planning a 6-week intervention programme.
An example of one teacher’s experience.
Advice on gaining help from outside agencies.

Start Write, Stay Right!

Author
Alison Harris & Janet Taylor

Publisher
Special Direct
Park Lane Business Park
Kirkby-in-Ashfield
Nottinghamshire
NG17 9GU
Tel: 0800 318 686
Email: sales@specialdirect.com
www.specialdirect.com

Prices
Teacher book
 £19.99 inc VAT
Workbooks (for ages 5–8 and 9+
 £23.99 each inc.. VAT
Handwriting Paper
 £23.99 inc. VAT

Photocopy material
Yes

Key Stages
English Curriculum
Foundation, 1 & 2

Scottish Curriculum
Early Years, P1–3, P4–7
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Relative letter heights indicated by: coloured
 layers — sky, grass, earth; x height shaded
 and marked with a dotted line - all in
 decreasing but large sizes.
Underlay sheets in heavy print for placing under
 a plain page — wide lined with blank space
 above and 12 mm apart.

COMMENTS
This scheme gives much useful information
about the acquisition of handwriting skills and
the reasons that some children find handwriting
difficult.
The material and information could be used with
main-stream students but would be particularly
useful to teachers working with children who
have experienced difficult with handwriting. The
material is not restricted to any particular style
of writing.

1

Start Write, Stay Right!

Section 3 — Worksheets
matching b d p q to their shadow shapes,
grid patterns
completing pictures by copying the mirror
 image
basic handwriting patterns
worksheets to test knowledge of sounds
use of capital letters and spacing.

Workbooks
These are intended to implement the
suggestions in the Teacher Book with
photocopiable material

Workbook 1 — for 5-8 year olds
p. 4 - warm-up exercise
pp. 5–7 exercises in accuracy using finger prints
 and marks
pp. 17–22 colouring shapes with thick outlines
pp. 23–24 directional colouring
pp. 25–33 writing patterns on pictures
pp. 34–42 grid patterns
pp. 43–44 copying shapes
pp. 45–52 reversal letters b d p q
pp. 53–57 capital letters practice
pp. 55–63 letter size practice

Workbook 2 — for 9 year olds
Worksheets on similar topics to pp 5–52 above
but created with an older child in mind.
In addition:
pp. 38–43 common letter joins
pp. 47–50 recognising different fonts
pp. 51–53 discriminating between similar words
pp. 54–56 sequencing and copying shapes
pp. 57–59 word spacing
pp. 60–61 form filling in boxes

Handwriting Paper
The A4 photocopiable pages can  be printed
from the booklet in black and white or from the
attached CD-ROM which gives the additional
choice of colour printing. There are suggestions
for use of the lines.
14 sheets offer the following choices:
 Stop and start prompts either by traffic light
 symbols or other symbols on a variety of
 single line widths: 55, 25, 18 and 12 mm.
Word spacing — writing within blocks.

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Support for
Handwriting
AIMS
To offer support in teaching the skills necessary to develop a
fluent, legible style of handwriting. The books are graded in
difficulty and have been written in line with current UK curricular
requirements.

CONTENT
The scheme consists of 5 A4 size photocopiable books in
black and white with illustrations.
The material is also available on CD.

The handwriting style has upright letters with exit flicks.
Teachers’ notes on the inside covers of the books refer to pen
hold, furniture, suggestions for left and right-handers, suggestions
on conducting a lesson and recommendations on teaching
letters..

Book 1  Pre-writing skills and handwriting patterns
17 sheets of mazes following dotted lines, on a variety of subjects.
7 more specific handwriting patterns; garlands and arches etc

Book 2  Formation of lower case and capital letters
Teachers’ notes are on the inside front and back covers as for
Book 1 plus a résumé of the contents of Book 2.
Lower case letters introduced in groups: I l y j f k; u y r n h b m p;
c g a d o q s e;  v w z x. Each letter is written with its capital and an
illustration. The child is asked to follow directional arrows to make
a large letter and then write two lines of letters between 4 guide
lines. The capital letters are then practised (4 to a page).
The letters are written between 4 guidelines. (x-height 1 cm)
A spare page of guidelines and a pupil progress sheet are at the
back.

Book 3  Unjoined script, writing words, phrases
and sentences
Revision of lower case and capital alphabet, tracing over
words/sentences on a variety of subjects and copying once
underneath. The letters are written on 4 guidelines at a smaller
size than Book 2. (x-height 5 mm)
A spare page of guidelines and a pupil progress sheet are at the
back.

Support for Handwriting

Author
Louis Fidge

Publisher
Learning Materials Ltd.
Dixon Street
Wolverhampton
WV2 2BX
Tel: 01902 454026
E-mail:
learning.materials@btinternet.com
www.learningmaterials.co.uk

Published
2006

Price
Books  1–5
 £15.80 each
Set of books 1–5
 £75.84
Set of books on CD
 £75.84 + VAT
Set of books + half price CD
 £113.76 (+ VAT on CD)

Photocopy material
Yes

Key Stage
1 and 2
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Book 1

Book 2

COMMENTS
These books teach the skill of handwriting using
an upright simple modern hand beginning with
pre-writing patterns. The letters are introduced
in movement groups and the types of joins
explained clearly.
There is a progression of skills through the
course and the teacher would need to decide
which book was to be used with a particular age
group.
There is no provision for building up speed of
writing and the smallest script to be copied is
quite large (x-height 50 mm).
Book 1 could be used as a stand alone set of
mazes and patterns.

Book 2

1

Support for Handwriting

Book 4  Essential joins
4 basic joins — 4 pages of practice of each join
by  copying words and then sentences.
Join 1 — diagonal to small letters e.g. i–n, u–c
Join 2 — diagonal to tall letters e.g. i–l
Join 3 — horizontal to small letters e.g. o–p
Join 4 — horizontal to tall letters e.g. o–l
Break letters — no join after b g j p q x y z
Review of capitals
Spare page of guidelines and a pupil progress
sheet are at the back.

Book 5  Use of joined script, writing
words, phrases and sentences
Revision of basic joins by tracing and then
writing.
Sentences to copy on a variety of subjects.
Guidelines as for Books 3 & 4 (x-height 5 mm). Book 2

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Book 4

Book 5

Support for Handwriting

Book 3
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Additional
Resources
Handwriting Fonts
Below are some resources that provide handwriting fonts that can
be useful to support handwriting teaching, enabling teachers to
produce materials and worksheets in their chosen style and
sometimes providing interactive whiteboard facilities for teaching
letter formation and joining.
In addition to these stand-alone packages some of the schemes in
the main section include a CD-ROM of the font used. (See ‘At a
Glance’)

Cursive Writing
Cursive and pre-cursive fonts with or without entry strokes and
with alternative forms of some letters can be downloaded onto the
font list of a computer. The chosen fonts can be purchased in
dotted format (with or without 4 guidelines of a single size), outline
format and in a format with starting arrows. The fonts can be
lightened in colour for tracing.

Handwriting for Windows 3.0
(See The Handwriting File in the Schemes section)

This CD-ROM supplies a wide variety of fonts in pre-cursive and
cursive formats, allowing a wide choice of letter styles (dotted,
arrowed, fine line etc.) that can be loaded onto the font list of a
computer. Particular versions of individual letters can be selected
e.g. looped and open ascenders and descenders, with and without
entry strokes to fit particular requirements. There is facility for
printing between 2 or 3 guidelines.

KBER Precursive Fonts
124 TrueType fonts. As above for pre-cursive fonts

Lottiscript
This software application can be downloaded to run on whiteboard
or computer. There is a choice of 4 handwriting styles: print script,
cursive with breaks, and continuous cursive with or without entry
strokes. There are alternative forms of some of the letters.
The letters and words can be animated at different speeds in
different pen widths and colours and on a choice of coloured
backgrounds. Worksheets can be created using variety of
guidelines.
(See NHA Journal Handwriting Today 2007 for review)

Additional Resources

www.cursivewriting.org

www.kber.co.uk

www.kber.co.uk

www.tthonline.co.uk

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
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Additional Resources
www.nha-handwriting.org.uk

www.clubtype.co.uk

www.clubtype.co.uk

www.routledge.com

www.uk.sagepub.com

www.teacherspocketbooks.co.uk

www.ldalearning.com

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk

The Sassoon Project
The Project offers a wide variety of font packages for schools,
researched by Rosemary Sassoon and created by Adrian Williams.
There are 16 packages to supply particular needs.

Sassoon Patterns and Teacher Copybook PDF
One of above, this font package creates patterns: scribbles, simple
and repeating patterns and those designed specifically as
preparation for letter formation. The 16p copybook in Adobe PDF
format has progressive exercises and suggested layouts for
teachers to make their own copybooks.

Publications That May Be of Help
A Teacher's Guide: Multisensory Approaches to Assessing
and Improving Handwriting Skills.  J. Taylor
Printed on demand from David Fulton/Routledge  2001
Practical suggestions for assessing pupils’ handwriting difficulties
and techniques to help them.

Handwriting the way to teach it.  R. Sassoon
Sage Publications, 2003
Essential reading for teachers of handwriting by an expert
practitioner — it really addresses the subject.

The Handwriting Pocketbook.  J. Bennett and P.Hailstone
Teachers' Pocketbooks, 2007
An amazing amount of information about teaching handwriting in
a small format.

Speed Up!  L. Addy
LDA, 2004
A programme of 8 weekly sessions for children aged 8–13 whose
writing is slow, illegible or lacking in fluency. Multi sensory
activities.

Tips for Teaching, NHA Publications
Leaflets on card or for download on PDF on the following subjects:
  Above Year 4
 Basic Steps
 Hands up for Handwriting (warm-up exercises)
 Handwriting Difficulties
 Patterns
 ‘S’ Rules for quick assessment
 Speeding Up
 Writing Grip

The NHA also publishes books on aspects of handwriting: school
handwriting policy, secondary school, left-handers. There is also a
booklet especially for parents.
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Additional Resources
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www.ldalearning.com

www.specialdirect.com

www.yellow-door.net

www.nha-handwriting.org.uk

www.uk.sagepub.com
www.writedancetraining.com

www.specialdirect.com

Write from the Start.  I. Teodorescu and L. Addy
LDA, 1996  Books 1 & 2
A programme with worksheets to develop fine motor skills and
perceptual skills in preparation for handwriting.

Some Other Useful Resources
Callirobics.  L. Laufer
2006. Available from Special Direct
Penmanship exercises set to relaxing music. There are different
levels from beginners to adult.

Come Alive Phonics: Interactive CD-ROM
Available from Yellow Door
A software package to introduce first letters to young children.
Lively animations and songs for use on whiteboard or PC.
Worksheets included in the package.

Pegs to Paper.  A. Webb
Available from NHA
An original way of teaching skills for handwriting using a set of 100
brightly coloured pegs and peg board with instruction booklet.

Write Dance.  R.Oussoren
Second Edition, Lucky Duck Books, Sage Publications
An innovative programme that uses music and movement to
introduce handwriting to children – as a book, audio CD and DVD.
For children aged 4–8.
Also Write Dance in the Early Years for children aged 3–5
More Write Dance for Children aged 5–9

Write Said Ted.  L. Addy
Available from Special Direct
A resource for the Early Years Foundation Stage using a system of
cards that prepare for writing at 12 activity levels. The tasks are
located within the pockets of a teddy bear wall hanging.


